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Steps of
Scientific
Research
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Scientific Research- Continuous steps

http://www.mwhobat-m.com/up/uploads/1381299363381.jpg



Critical Thinking

https://campustocareer.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/10714087-what-when-where-why-how-
who-questions-white-chalk-handwriting-on-vintage-slate-blackboards-in-color.jpg



Statistics of the Iraqi
Publications 1996-
2014

Scimago Lab, Copyright 2007-
2016. Data Source: Scopus®



http://www.scimagolab.com/
http://www.scopus.com/

The number of papers in the Middle
East 1996-2014

Citable

Citations per

Country Documents documents Citations Self-Citations SR H index
1 Turkey 390.874 368.197 2.938.841 737.423 9,79 266
2 = Iran 287.010 278.388 1.504.541 573.856 9,83 180
3 =] Israel 272.352 235.036 5.079.652 694.939 20,36 496
4 = Egypt 120.493 117.104 B818.728 162.544 9,19 165
5 B Saudi Arabia 91.460 87.643 547.167 89.352 8,95 164
6 = United Arab Emirates 26.690 25.166 166.455 17.582 9,13 112
7 BE= Jordan 25.514 24845 167.105 21.438 8,74 102
8 & Lebanon 18.218 16.817 151.940 15.122 11,56 122
9 = Kuwait 16.848 16.230 134.541 16.324 9,20 100
10 = Oman 11.139 10.434 70.272 8.474 8,71 83
11 M Qatar 10.287 9.708 49.372 6.021 7,39 70
12 == Iraqg 9.555 9.067 28.608 3.624 5,95 "
13 == Syrian Arab Republic 5.151 4.916 44 354 5.266 11,86 74
14 M Bahrain 4.180 3.856 20.118 2.091 6,12 48
15 [EZ Palestine 3.942 3.729 23.425 3.178 9,05 53
16 —m Yemen 2.447 2.378 15.096 1.786 9,98 46
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' Scopus - Analyze search x(nmhmm x\

Lod C https//Www.scopus.com/tecmy/analyzeruri?sid = edbcbb888 36364%ba 3302408 ongin= resultslist&sre= s = AF-1D% 28600 . \ason = plhi-i&sd Ty =
3% Apps  Foc quick access, place your bockmarks here on the bookmarks bar, Imgad bookmarks now..

AP0 [ “Universtty of Baghdad™ 0071147 ) Back 10 your search resuis

5728 document eSS Choose date range 10 saalyze :1‘92;? vl 1 ;2;9177 -

Year Source Author Affibation Country/Temtory Document type Subject area

Year ¥ Documents Documents by year

2017 849 . o

2016 £31

2035 387 500

2012 362

2013 351 400

2012 261

20194 248 N

500

2040 174

2009 185

2008 100 =

2007 78

2006 78 100

2005 63

2004 3 0 e

2003 81 1922 1931 1940 1349 1958 1967 1576 1985 1994 2003 2012 202)

2002 a9 -




Hope- Iraqi publications in 2014 only

Country Documents dnfjiﬂbel:ts Citations Self-Citations Ci[:zi:rr;:ter H index
1 = Iran 39.573 37141 14.689 7.386 0,37 180
2 & Turkey 37.095 33.450 10.564 3.345 0,28 266
3 =] Israel 17.388 15.836 11.577 2.453 0,67 496
4 B Saudi Arabia 16.117 15.286 9.017 2.609 0,56 164
5 == Egypt 14.196 13.415 4.915 1.475 0,35 165
6 = United Arab Emirates 3.024 2.822 1.193 209 0,39 112
7 W Qatar 2.350 2.183 1.309 223 0,96 70
8 EZ Jordan 2.307 2.195 752 151 0,33 102
9 X Lebanon 2.045 1.861 798 115 0,39 122
10 == Irag 1.810 1.706 573 132 0,32 51
11 [ Oman 1.267 1.177 407 89 0,32 83
12 = Kuwait 1.160 1.094 452 57 0,39 100
13 [E2 Palestine 535 499 275 59 0,51 53
14 == Syrian Arab Republic 471 441 97 17 0,21 74
15 M Bahrain 369 339 162 16 0,44 48

16 = Yemen 346 332 96 25 0,28 46



* In 2003,
106 out of 22

* In 2014,
69 out of 229

In 2017,
61 out of 230

World Rank

50 Slovakia 834'\. 7938 3290 1004 0.39 241
51 . 7630 7047 3525 868 0.46 172
52 B B Nigeria 688'\l 6266 2483 599 0.36 166
53 [ Algeria 684’\. 6520 2551 665 0.37 137
54 o= Crostia 6678. 6197 3222 777 0.48 236
55 [l Morocco 6495 6109 2195 788 0.34 162
56 Viet Nam 6393 6031 3490 947 0.55 183
57 s 6102 5627 3396 710 0.56 255
58 [ United Arab Emirates 5914. 5425 2609 528 0.44 169
59 4927 4631 2378 763 0.48 167
60 gmm Bulgaria 4407 322 2325 586 0.53 217
3 390; 3724 1553 469 0.40 80
62 [ Lithuania 3571 3348 2103 453 0.59 179







Professor Dr. Thamer Al-Ameri
» 187 papers

Thamer Al-Ameri EEZM Google Scholar

Prof. Dr. of Palynology and Petroleum Geology - College of Science - Baghdad

University Q
Petroleum and environmental studies
Verified email at scbaghdad.com Citation indices Al Since 2011
Citations 469 311
h-index 12 11
i10-index 16 13
Title  1-20 Cited by Year

Acid-resistant microfossils used in the determination of Palaeozoic

palaeoenvironments in Libya 73 1083
TK Al-Ameri
Palaeogeography, palaeoclimatology, palaeoecology 44 (1-2), 103-116

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 201

=
]
=
et
o
(]
=
=

Acritarchs, miospores and correlation of the Ludlovian-Downtonian and

Silurian-Devonian boundaries 44 1081
JB Richardson, SM Rasul, T Al-Ameri
Review of Palaeobotany and Palynology 34 (2), 209-224

Petroleum system analysis of the Mishrif reservoir in the Ratawi, Zubair, North

and South Rumaila oil fields, southern Irag 41 2000
TK Al-Ameri, Ad Al-Khafaji, J Zumberge
GeoArabia 14 (4), 91-108

Palynofacies indications of depositional environments and source potential for
hydrocarbons: uppermost Jurassic-basal Cretaceous Sulaiy Formation,

southern Iraq
TK Al-Ameri, FS Al-Musawi, DJ Batten
Cretaceous research 20 (3), 359-363

32 1999

Palynostratigraphy and palynofacies indications of depositional environments

and source potential for hydrocarbons: the mid Cretaceous Nahr Umr and

lower Mauddud formations, Iraq 26 2001
TK Al-Ameri, TK Al-Najar, DJ Batten

Cretaceous Research 22 (6), 735-742

Palynomorph and palynofacies indications of age, depositional environments
and source potential for hydrocarbons: Lower Cretaceous Zubair Formation,

southern Iraq
TK Al-Ameri, DJ Batten

21 1997



ussein Togun

47 papers

HOME PUBLICATIONS QUESTIONS JOBS

Hussein Togun 25156

OVERVIEW CONTRIBUTIONS INFO STATS RG SCORE
4?‘ Thi-Glar Uniwversity
3k 251 59.46 Biomedical Engineering
PUBLICATION 5 Reads Citations Impact Points View stats An Masiriyah, Irag
FEATURED PUBLICATION S View & SKILLS AND EXPERTISE (45 View 2

Article: Numerical simulation of heat transfer and m Eemputational Fluid Dynamics

separation Al203/nanofluid flow in concentric
annular pipe

= — i
Mechanical Engineering Heat Transfer

n

Hussein Togun - H.I. Abu-Mulaweh - S.N. Kazi - A.

Badarudin
- al 0 TOP CO-AUTHORS View
2803 rEtEns " 45.48 - (26 Follow
e : :
Article: Laminar CuO-water nano-fluid flow and Follow

heat transfer in a backward-facing step with and
without obstacle

Hussein Toegun — .


https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Hussein_Togun2

Publishing a good paper like Climbing
a Mountain
* Not easy but not difficult.

* You need to be patient.

* |t may take up to 6 months-1.5 years to get
your paper accepted.




Collaboration is very important

* Do joint collaborative work together with
any partner.

JEHJ\ JAl G A (gl
e

searchgate Researchgate




Why publishing in a good journal with
impact factor?

WHY ?

http://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/197491/why.jpg



1- Yearly performance evaluation of
the University of Baghdad
- 40% on research
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2- Number of Citations to Your Work

and H-Index in Google Scholar
EE=E Google Scholar

Rami N Khushaba

University of Technology, Sydney (UTS)

Verified email at uts.edu.au - Homepage

Title  1-20

Driver drowsiness classification uging fuzzy wavelet-packet-based feature-
extraction algorithm

. 5 Kodagoda,

Feature subset zelection using differential evelution and a statistical repair
mechanizm
RN Khushakb

Expert E}"E[: = with Applications 3

Consumer neuroscience; Assessing the brain response to marketing stimuli
uzing electroencephalogram (EEG) and eye tracking
RM Khush , 5 Ko J Lo Kahn, C Townsend

Expert Systems with Applicatio

'|I.'| I,'

Orthogonal fuzzy neighborhood dizcriminant analyzis for muttifunction
myoelectric hand control
RN Khush

Toward improved control of prosthetic fingers using surface electromyogram
(EMG) =ignals
RN Khushaba, 5 Kodsgoda, M Takren

Expart Syste plications 39 |

Fa

Choice modeling and the brain: A study on the Electroencephalogram (EEG) of
preferences
RM Khushaba

Expart Systems wi

A combined ant colony and differential evolution feature selection algorithm
RM Khushaba, A AlAni, A AlSukker, A AlJu

Ant Colony

ptimization and Swarm Intelig

[ X1

Signal Processing, Machine Learning, Human-Machine-Interaction

Cited by

52

-

25

ear

2011

2011

2013

2010

2012

2008

Q

Citatien indices All Since B
684 653
15 14
18 i8

TO08 010 PO 20iE 2H3 2L S 2HE
P = i ) (1 et} S8 A1 adl: Adla b

Co-authors  View all...
del Al-Jumaiby

Ahmed AlAni

Associste Professor Sarath Kodagods

Gamini Dizzanayake

J Louviers

Luke Gresnacre

Mz=n Takrwri

Diikai Liu

Barbars E. Kshn

Claudiz Townssnd

Lei Shi

Albert Zomaya

Khzirul Anzm

Mitesh Patsl

Hung MNgunyen



Citation =L@y ol aleiiayl

demonstrations, translation of this research into the clinic has been
limited (Jiang, Dosen, Miiller, & Farina, 2012; Kuiken et al., 2014).
This shortcoming may be because it is very difficult for the am-
putees to generate distinct activity patterns for different movement
classes of hand or wrist movements. This will lead to overlap of
the movement classes in the feature space which will in turn im-
pair the classification. Advanced machine learning with induced ar-
tificial variability or, perhaps, with daily recalibration may improve
the accuracy (Liu, Sheng, Zhang, He, & Zhu, 2016)} However, be-
cause it is not clinically viable to emulate all possible variations,
during prosthesis use, incorrect classifications will likely take place
in response to EMG patterns that were not observed during train-
ing or recalibration.

REFERENCES

Liu, J., Sheng, X., Zhang, D., He, ]., & Zhu, X. (2016). Reduced daily recalibration
of myoelectric prosthesis classifiers based on domain adaptation. IEEE Jour-
nal of Biomedical and Health Informatics, 20(1), 166-176. doi;10.1109/]BHL.2014.
2380454,

iU, J.. Zhang, D., sheng, X., & ZNU, X. (2015). ENNanced robustness o myoelectric
pattern recognition to across-day variation through invariant feature extraction.

In 37th Annual Intemnational Conference of the IEEE Engineering in Medicine and
Biology Society (EMBC’'15), Milano, Italy (pp. 7262-7265).




What H index- Quick definition

* |n the below example, the author's h-index is 6.

Articles Citation numbers
1 33
2 30
3 20
4 15
6 6 =h-index
8 4

* An h-index of 6 means that this author has
published at least 6 papers that have each
received at least 6 citations.



Google scholar ‘ Iraq’

Abdul Jabbar M. Khalifa

Al-Mahrain University, Baghdad, Irag
“erified email at nahrainuniv.edu.ig
Cited by 891

Energy MMechanical Engineering

Ahmed Al-Amiery

Envircnmental Research Centre, University of Technelogy, Baghdad 10088
“erified email at ukm.edu. my
Cited by 717

Crganic Synthesis & Applicaticns

thikra mustafa

Lecturer in biclogy Dept. College of Science for Women. University of Baghdad
“erified email at ualredu
Cited by 502

Manctechnolgy application  Scientific Imaging  Bictechnology

Thamer Al-Ameri

Prof. D of Palynclogy and Petroleum Geclogy - College of Science - Baghdad University
“erified email at scbaghdad. com
Cited by 474

Fetroleum and environmental studies

Saba H. Jabir

Aszsistent lecturer, Department of pharmaceutics, Collage of pharmacy, University of Baghdad
Cited by 435

Collage of Pharmacy Pharmaceutics

Add co-author

Add co-author

Add co-author

Add co-author

Add co-author




Google Scholar (4 Jiawdll 43, jha

e https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3FsZN
mhxDw



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyiHXEV6Tovw_ZPMB08jngQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3FsZNmhxDw

3- ResearchGate profile

HOME PUBLICATIONS QUESTIONS JOBS

Ali Al-Timemy
Find your PhD

profile photo
- Lecturer

University of Baghdad, Baghdad - Department of Biomidi...

OVERVIEW CONTRIBUTIONS INFO STATS RG SCORE

Show your career's best

Use your profile overview page to present yourself and your research. Customizing your profile is
the best way to show your peers what you've been working on, create exposure for your current
projects, and start building your network.

ADD A PROFILE PHOTO
Pick from our suggestions below or upload one of your own.

1 7 643 56 10.53
PUBLICATIONS Reads  Citations

Impact Points View stats

FEATURED PUBLICATIONS

Article: Event-related Potentials of Consumer
Preferences

Rami M. Khushaba - luke greenacre - Ali Al-Timemy - Adel
Al-Jumaily

30 0

L Y R

Add a new Article v

University of Baghdad
Department of Biomidical eng.
Baghdad, Baghdad, Irag

-~

Add your experience

Have you worked at University of Plymouth?

ABOUT

Add a short introduction about yourself or your current project.

CONNECT WITH MORE COLLEAGUES

@ Add your other social network services to find more
colleagues and share your achievements and
e updates

SKILLS AND EXPERTISE (13)




4- QS World University Rankings:
Methodology

1. Academic reputation (40%)
2. Employer reputation (10%)
3. Student-to-faculty ratio (20%)

4. Citations per faculty (20%)

5. International faculty ratio (5%)

6. International student ratio (5%)

Source: Nader Al-lbrahim



5- Yearly performance evaluation of
Vj;he Universitv of Baghdad -
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Journal Impact Factor (IF) by Thomson
Reuters

Time »
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
All e : . —_—
Previous :} —— e — et
Years J— — —_— — p—
2006 Impact Factor
—-Citations

Source paper — published in 2006

M)

Cited reference — published in 2004 or 2005

Cites in 2006 to 2004 and 20056 papers
Papers published in 2004 and 2005

Impact Factor =

The average number of citations in 2006 to scholarly material that was published
in the prior two years

%, 7 THOMSON REUTERS ©2013 Nader Ale Ebrahim

Source: Nader Al-Ebrahim



Example: Impact Factor for a Journal in 2008

Cites in|2008| to Number of items

items published in: 2007 = 1144 published in: 2007 = 1278
2006 = | 280 2006 = |270
sSum: 424 Sum: 548

Calculation: Cites to recent items 424| = 0.774

Number of recent items 548

Source: Nader Al-Ebrahim



Be Aware of Fake Journals !

* Most ISl journals are free journals @
(such as Science Direct (Elsevier),

Springer, Taylor and Francis, -

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-
yjtOkIZWBBk/UKpS8NXZEDI/AA
AAAAAACr8/anEsUaU4iDY/s160
0/cyp-hazzard.jpg

* Professional societies (IEEE and
ASME)

Choose one of SD journals with

Thomson Reuters IF of 0.1 better .
tt'p.//a57.foxn§ws.com/globaI.fncstatlc.cgm/s

than other journals With IF 3.5 (??) rrmooooe oo nests

tl=1
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Volume 14 , Issue 4 , December 2017

Science
Journal
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Issued by College of Science for Women - University of Baghdad
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(TIJAS)

Published by
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Bulletin of The Iraq Natural History Museum

:3:; iia e Aim and Scope
E— The Bulletin of the Iraq Natural History Museum founded in 1961 and is a peer reviewed.
Archive scientific open access journal, publishing original papers, reviews, and case reports in
et natural history sciences, biology, geology, and related sciences. This journal is published
Contact us in two issues per year.

i
Natural history, Biology. Zoology, Botany, Geology, Ecology. Forestry and related
G I I- ‘ science.

GLOBAL IMPACT FACTOR New issue Volume:14 Issue:1 for 2016
0.602
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Iraqi Journal of Veterinary sciences
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Writing Your
Paper




Blank page syndrome

http://cache4.asset-cache.net/gc/156555299-
man-sitting-in-front-of-laptop-computer-
gettyimages.jpg?v=1&c=IWSAsset&k=2&d=rSZf
is341jp9LBqtzB020BywdwIGVVvA52yInYZhpOqe
%2FUsO0PTv9%2BySrObSH0%2BZ2



Concentration /
Effectiveness

English as a foreign language

10 20 Time

Source Ref. [5]






| Paper structure [3]
oTitle

e Abstract
eKeywords

Main text (IMRAD)
e|ntroduction

e Methods

eResults

and

eDiscussion
eConclusions
eAcknowledgements
eReferences
eSupplementary Data



Title and Abstract [1,3]

e Title

* A good title should contain the fewest possible words that
adequately describe the content of a paper (Short, Concise)

e Abstract

* s freely available in electronic abstracting & indexing services
[PubMed, Medline, Embase, SciVerse Scopus, ....]

—This is the advertisement of your article.
—Follow the Rule of 10:
—1-2 sentences: aim

—2-3 sentences: materials & methods
—2-3 sentences: results
—2 sentences: discussion/conclusions



Good manuscript writing
(precise, concise and rigorous)

Save your editor and reviewers the trouble

of guessing what you mean [3]

Complaint from an editor:

“IThis] paper fell well below my threshold. | refuse to
spend time trying to understand what the author is
trying to say. Besides, | really want to send a message

that they can't submit garbage to us and expect us to
f

ix it. My rule of thumb is that if there are more than 6
rammatical errors in the abstract, then | don't waste
my time carefully reading the rest.”

T




Samar Almoossa
Umm Alqura University, Makkah, Saudi Arabia

symossa@uqu.edu.sa

Are IELTS and CEFR Enough Indicator of Students Success in
Academic Study?

Bio data

Samar Almoossa received her Master of Art in Teaching English as a Foreign Language
from the University of Essex and is pursing her Doctorate of Philosophy in Applied
Linguistics at Newcastle University. She works as a lecturer at the English Language
center in Umm Alqura University. She has published three books in Arabic and has
received awards from King Abdulaziz University in 2007 and 2008. In 2013, Almoossa
participated in the UK Linguistics Olympiad (UKLO) as a marker, and she has been
involved in postgraduate staff-student committees at Newcastle University.

Abstract

. Language tests and the level achieved in the CEFR are considered to be the two main

” gatekeepers for international students who aim to study in an English-speaking
university. However, gaining the required scores or passing from the Al institutional level
to the C1 level, instead of focusing on what they need to acquire for their academic
study, has become the main aim for many students. Turner (2004, p.97) argues that
“students seem to want to ‘train’ to reach the appropriate entrance level score or band
rather than to engage with the language as an essential, and integral, part of the
learning process of their subject of study.”

o The present study investigates students' perceptions of their experiences with language
@ institutes, preparation for IELTS tests and how these two endeavors affected their
academic study in UK universities. It also explores the relationship between the level

these students achieved in the institutions according to the CEFR reference, the IELTS

band score they attained and their academic performance. The study was based on a

questionnaire that was distributed to 173 Saudi participants and on interviews
: o3 undertaken with six of them.

language study was gaining the required score on the IELTS test, which led to giving
more attention to the test and not preparing for their academic studies. Also, it was
revealed that some of the participants in the study finished the advanced level (C1) in
the institutions, yet they could not achieve higher than a score of 5-5.5 on the IELTS
tests, which indicates the (B2) level in the CEFR. This study suggests that Practitioners
should take IELTS band scores and CEFR "can do" statements with caution so students

@ will clearly understand that what they achieved in term of scores or levels is not an

indication of their readiness for academicj u

http://educad.me/37396 ;ﬁs -yl gamCiana- padle

@ The results revealed that participants’ main concerns at every stage of their English



Introduction

Explain your problem
Support with new references

Use Free journal alert services for free updates on new
articles

A high proportion of “lack of novelty” rejections are made
after reading the abstract, introduction and conclusions.

Give a clear motivation for the work.
Explain why before explaining how.

At the end of the introduction the reader knows the problem
and maybe the solution you propose
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Methodology

Is your work reproducible

Your experimental results can be reproduced by
others.

Conditions of the experiment with photos if possible

Previously published procedures need not be
described in depth:

Identify the equipment and materials used

Explain how you have done everything
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Editors or reviewers never fix your
English

It is the author’ responsibility to make sure their paper is in
its best possible form when submitted for publication
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English

* Simple English mistakes
— Typos
— Punctuation
— Tenses ( simple present)
— Long sentences (22 words)

* Sentence consist of (subject + verb), don’t
forget the verb

-Fixing all English typos is very important
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Describing Methods

In the Methods section of a dissertation or research article, writers give an account of how they
carried out their research. The Methods section should be clear and detailed enough for another
experienced person to repeat the research and reproduce the results. Where the methods
chosen are new, unfamiliar or perhaps even controversial, or where the intended audience is from
many disciplines, the Methods section will tend to be much more extensive. Typical stretches of
text found in this section of a research article or dissertation along with examples of the kind of
language used for these are listed below. Note that for most of the functional categories in this
section, the verbs are written in the simple past tense.

Describing previously used methods

Many historians have utilized X to measure ...

Traditionally, X has been assessed by measuring ...

¥ is the main non-invasive method used to determine ...

Different authors have measured X in a variety of ways.

Previous studies have based their criteria for selection on ...

Recent advances in X methods have facilitated investigation of ...
Recently, simpler and more rapid tests of X have been developed.

In most recent studies, X has been measured in four different ways.
The use of qualitative case studies is a well-established approach in ...

Case studies have been long established in X to present detailed analysis of ...
This test i widely awailable and has hesn nised in manw investinatinnal shidis

http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/writing-definitions/



I- Manchester Phrase Bank

General meanings or application of meanings

The term X refers to ...

The term X encompasses A), B), and C).

X can be defined as ... It encompasses ...

X can be loosely described as a correlation.

The term X has come to be used to refer to ...

The term X is generally understood to mean ...

The term X has been applied to situations where students ...

In the literature, the term tends to be used to refer to ...

The broad use of the term X is sometimes equated with ...
Whereas X refers to the operations of ..., Y refers to the ...

The term disease refers to a biological event characterised by ...
The term X is a relatively new name for a Y, commonly referred to...
In broad biological terms, X can be defined as any stimulus that is ...
Defined as XYZ, obesity is now considered a worldwide epidemic
and is associated with ...



2- Ginger proof reader [4]

yfocument1 - Microsoft Word

% We reports the relevant result of an online survey study.

i “We report the reJévant result of an online survey study.

Abstract—In this paper, we present our more than two years research experiences on virtual
R&D teams in small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and draws conclusions, giving
special attention to the structure of virtual teams required to support education-industry
collaboration. We reports the relevant result of an online survey study. The online
questionnaire was emailed by using the simple random sampling method to 947
manufacturing SMEs. The findings of this study show that SMEs in Malaysia and Iran are
willing to use virtual teams for collaboration and the platform for industry-education
collaboration is ready and distance between team members or differences in time zones, are
not barriers to industry-education collaborations.

e m -

Page:1ofl | WWords: 104110 | & English (United States) (EEEEET e &

http://www.gingersoftware.com/



Avoid Plagiarism and self Plagiarism

.g\d\

\

https://gradschool.columbusstate.edu/cols/politicalscience/plagiarism.JPG



Penalty for Plagiarism [4]

ARG RN I W TRt S SSEssrTe————
*;*"ScienceDirect .
. Turvunang and

Vgt Wovmitig A Souted (g ™ (WOT) 1006 Vb —_—

i
!
a

Potential user factors driving adnﬂ'

of T =l modte have povem 2 b preand e
sevaces e hgond Mbohammdes (v astmg (CO815 smd 31V Grbrwet
L B W b D kg o bodondiep v o densbopung sud andy IPTV, bat b B

SN A e R e
e e s e e

(25 - - St —— N Dt b A gt e
e 1B e YV T

Scientific

Retraction: Retraction notice

It has been brought 10 the attention of the PLOS ONE editors that substantial pants of
the text in this article were appropriated from text in the following publications:

identification and biochemical characterization of small-molecube inhibitors of Clestridium
botulinum neurotoxin serotype A

Roxas-Duncan V, Enyedy |, Montgomery VA, Eccard VS, Carrington MA, Lai H, Gul N,
Yang DC, Smith LA,

Antimicrob Agents Chemother. 2008 Aug;53(8):3478-86

Eubanks LM, Hixon MS, Jin W, Hong S, Clancy CM, et al. (2007) An in vitro and in vivo
disconnect uncovered through high-throughput identification of botulinum neurotoxin A
antagonists. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA104; 2602-2607.

RETRA(C'] PLOSONE therefore retracts this article due to the identified case of plagiansm. PLOS

ONE apologizes to the authers of the publications above and 1o the readers, (comment
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Paper Review by Editorial board

1.Editor in Chief (EIC)
2.Associate Editor (AE)
3. Reviewer



Long road, do it once, then it will be
easy !

Image credit: Nick of http://www.lab-initio.com/.
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Thinking as a reviewer is a key

They very busy like you.

They are doing the review as a favour to help
science.

They are anonymous.

They don’t have time to fix to simple mistakes or
English language.




Where do you think the reviewers
perform their review ?

* Reviewers or referees how they perform the
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Quality versus Quantity

British people say ‘one IEEE transactions paper
worth a PhD’.

At least every 2 years go for one TR IF paper

Promotion to a Professor requires publishing 1
international paper =

http://www.mbuguanjihia.com/wp-
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Issues editors ask reviewers to
look into [1]

- Novelty / originality of the work
- Importance and clarity of research hypothesis

- Strengths and weaknesses of introduction, methodology,
data analysis, results, discussion and conclusions [2 ]

- Writing style and figure/table presentation
- Ethics concerns (animal/human)
- Appropriateness of references [Updates and style]

- Appropriateness of title, abstracts and Conclusions
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Originality or Novelty
The world to hear from you about Iraq

* Any data collected in Iraq

* Any case studies applied in Iraq

 Examples:
PTSD
Amputee muscle signals
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Finished the first draft, well done !

* First version what | want to say
* The other version how | will say it.
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How find mistakes in your proofs

* The good writer is not the one
who writes good from the first
time, the good writer is the one
who is good at editing10 proofs

e Break between them

e Scientific content, logical
connection, Writing, English,
. http://www.wayoflife.org/inde
English, acronyms, figures
citation and the references list.
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Review Outcome

Accept

Minor Correction

Well done

Major correction —

good job

Reject

https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/ima
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Example- Major revision decision letter

Dear or. Al-Timemy:

Your manuscript, Improuing the Practical Robustness against Force Varistion of EMG
controlled Prostheses for Jransradizl Amputees TNSRE-2814-80173, has been examined by a
qualified editorial review board of IEEE Transactions on Neural Systems & Rehabilitation
Engineering. The consensus cpinion iz thet your work has sipmificant merit, but thet mjor
revisions sre necessary before the menuscript can be sccepted for publication. Further
review may be necessary before the final decision can be made.

Please complete your revision by B3-Dec-2614.

The summary coments of the associate Editor and reviewers are listed below. Please
respond to sach comment, and sddress these points in the revision of your menuscript.
Electronically submit your responses, and resubmit your manuscript, by following the
instruction in the Author Cemter of Manuscript Central:

http://enbs-ieee. manuscriptcentral .con,

once you have uploaded your revised menuscript, the associste editor will lesd its review.

If you have any questions, pleass look up the journal website:

http://tnsre.bme. columbia.edu or contact me at the emsil below. Thank you for your
continued imterest in IEEE Transactions. we look forward to receiving your revised
manuscript.

Sincerely,

paul sajda

Editor-in-chief

enail: editortnsrefemail.com
http://tnsre, bme. colusbia.edu.

! 1. pssociaste Editor’s comment:

Associste Editor: Kumer, Dinesh

Comments to the Author:

(There are no comments. Please check to see if comments were included as a file attachment
with this email or as an attachment in your Author Cgmier.)

Reviewer's Comments:
2. Reviewer: 1

Comments to the Author

The manuscript “Improving the Practical Robustness agsinst Force Variation of EMG
controlled Prostheses for Transradisl Amputees” presented a nicely designed and well
executed study in improving pattern recognition based mypelectric comtrol slgorithms when
comtraction level varies.

while the topic of the menuscript is of key importance for the current development of the
relevant literature in control | and advenced prasthetic design, the follocing
issues need to be addressed before the manuscript is suitable for publication:

1, the robustness mypglectric processing algorithm against force varistion has been
discussed intensively in the litersture recently. The reviewer would like to bring the
below paper to the authors sttemtion:

He, et al., Irwarlarrt Surface EMG Festure Against Varying Conmtraction Level for
i rol Eased on Muscle Coordination”, IEEE J-BHI, 2814 (DOI:
m.uasnmr.zam 2338356).

This paper is on exactly the same topic as the current manuscript. In this reviewer's
view, it proposed a simple, but very elegant and efficient approach in feature extraction.
Compared to the feature extraction proposed in the current manuscript, it is
computationally less demanding, and it is really robust agasinst force level changes as it
does not require training on multiple level {not sensitive to force changes).

The authors should carefully discuss the differences and advantage/disadvantage of the
proposed method with this recently published method.

they didn't do it for the amputees, it is cifficult to know if their result is reprideshle
for gmoutie. slso we need to test it. Also our results is better than them.

2, 2 ‘true’ robustness algorithm should be insensitive to the non-stationary factor (force
changes here). However, the proposed algorithm still need to be trained with data from
multiple force levels to get scceptable performence (~18% error rate). This approach, ss
used by many other similar studies, is not necessarily robust, it is still sensitive to
the non-stationary factor in question. And it is unrealistic to include all the potential
conditions of the non-stztionary factor, which meke the approach not practical. As such,
‘robustness” in the title of the curremt manuscript is indeed misleading. One can ttate
*improving performance ageinst force variation...', but not ststing the slgorithm or
approach iz "robust’.

changed

s, since force varistion is the key component of the study, the reviewer is surprised that
the authors failed to teke a more elsboraste approach on force levels in the experimentsl
design. No clesr quantified information, in any form, was recorded by the experimentzr and
provided to subjects during experiment. How did the authors make sure the force level
produced by the subjects were really what they should be?

It was done visually but no guantitive meswre was used. we ackpleghed this in
thelimations of the manuscript

2, the statistical trestment was pot clear. There should be a sub-section in the methods
section, detailing the ststistical tests used. The test type, hypothesis, factors, levels
of factors, and response variables, etc.

Rani
5, Method "E” training size is not a relevant to the title and the focus of the

manuscript. The reviewer strongly suggest remove this part completely, ss it is
distracting from the main thrust of the manuscri

Renoued

Minor points:

, Algorithn should be a sub-section of the “Methods™ section, not = separste ons.
done

2, The format of the references (some of them at least) is not consistent and

not
consistent w,r.t. the IEEE style. The authors should check these inconsistencies after the
reference list is generated by automated tools.

corrected
3. Reviewer: 7

Comments to the Author
authors heve reported study on improving robustness against force varistion of EMG for
anputees.

comnents:

Introduction:

L.ow is this version of spectral moments improved and how is this signm:

the physiology or force?
Rani

cant in terms of

2. Last peragraph in Page & is not necessary as this paper is too lengthy.

Removed

3. what do authors mean by low computational cost. Please explain. Is this study tested
this?

Broposed features:

1. what does these festures measure in terms of signal properties. for ex RS measure the
strength of muscle contraction

2. Please specify the significant improvement from the previous technique (mhich one?
the 54 VI or other TD tech.) and how iz this affected with force as factor

ram
Methods:

1.Please reduce the size of the paper mentioning the effect of force on the robustness
an how they have improved in their feature and how it is significamt for amputees.

reduced

2.1t is difficult to understand what nt has been done from the previous
technique. (which one? the S Vi or other TD tech.)

3. Please discuss (In the discussion???) based on the results the how the festure has

neglected the force wariation?

Rami

4. Please discuss {In the discussion???) the reduction in the computational cost due to
this new features.

Alito copy and scan siiges

hitp://dkeL. digikey.com/ fTexas_Instr | ECC_| | ECE_NoAvdio.html
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reviewers’
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Example for detailed reply letter

Do the reply in a separate word file, point by point

Fditot in Chief's and Beviewers’ Comments and
Authors’ Responses

“Improving the Performance against Force Variation of EMG Controlled
Multifunctional Upper-Limb Prostheses for Transradial Amputees”

Al H. Al-Timemy, Rami N. Khushsba, Guido Bugmann and Javier Escudero,

Ref. number: TNSRE-2014-00179

1. Editorin Chief's Comment and Authors’ Response:
1.1 Editorin Chief's Comments

Your manuserpt, Improving the Practical Robustness against Force Vanation of EMG Controlled
Prostheses for Transradial Amputess TNSRE-2014-00179, has been examined by a qualified editorial
review board of IEEE Transactons on Neural Systems & Rehabilitation Engineerng. The
consensus opiion is that your work has significamt mext, but that major revisions are necessary
before the manusenpt can be accepted for publication. Further mview may be necessary before the
final decision can be made.

Please complete your revision by 03-Dec-2014.

The summary comments of the Associate Editor and mviewers are listed below. Please mepond @
each comment, and address these points in the mvision of your manuscript. Electronically submix
wour meponses, and wmesubmit your manuscrnpt, by following the mstruction in the Author Center of
Manuscrpt Central:

hrep:/ fembs-ieee;mamiscrpteentral.com/

Once you have uploaded yourrevised manuscripr, the associate editor will lead fts review,

If you have any questons, please look up the joumal website: hup:/ /tnse bme.columbia.edu o
contact me at the email below. Thank you for vour continued ntemst in IEEE Transactions. We
look forward to receiving your revised manuscapt.

1.1 Authors® response

We would like to thank the Editor m Chief for his letter, the Associzte Editor for handling the review
process of our manuscript and the twe Reviewers for their feedback and suggestions. We have revised the
manusctipt and we have addressed 2]l their comments and concems, which have enabled us to improve
our study significantly. Major changes meluded m this revision are:

* Comparisonwith recent peper addressing similar challenges,

o Clarification of our experimentsl zpproach,

s Improved description of our novel feature set,

» Thorough revision of the text for conciseness.

* Removzl of subsection dezling with the effect of training size

We believe that the revised manuscript is 2 contribution of interest to the readership of IEEE Transactions
on Neural Systems and Rehabilitstion Enginesring and to the resesrch commumity working on
myoslectric control. Tt is our hope that the changes and additions made to the manuseript, together with
the detailed responses and clarifications provided to the Reviewers, will address your concems. For your
convenience wehave imcluded our responses to ezch of the Reviewsrs' comments below.

2. Reviewer1's Comments and Authors' Responses:

Comment of Reviewer 1

The manuserpt "Improving the Practical Robusmess against Force Vanatuon of EMG Controlled
Prostheses for Transradial Ampurees” presented a nicely designed and well executed study n
improving pattern recogrition basedmygelecing control algonthms when contraction level vanes.

While the topic of the mamuscript is of key importance for the current development of the relevant
literamre in mygelkctnc control and advanced prosthete design, the following issues need to be
addressed before the manuscrptis suitable for publication:

Authors' Response

We thank the reviewer for the appreciation of our work. We also appreciate the Reviewer's detailed
feedback, which has enzbled us to improve the manuscript. Detailed responses to vour comments are
included below.

Comment of Reviewer 1

2.1 The mbusmess myoelectde processing algonthm against force vanation has been discussed
intensively in the Literatue recently. The reviewer would like to brng the below paper to the authos
attention:

He, et al., "Invanant Sudace EMG Featum Against Varymg Contmacton Level for
Control Based on Muscle Coordinaton", IEEE J-BHI, 2014 (DOI: 10.1109/ JBHI.2014.2330356).

Thiz paper it on exactly the came topic as the current mamiscript. In this reviewer's view, @
proposed a simple, but very elegant and efficient approach in featum extmction. Compamd to the
featum extraction proposed in the current mamiscapt, it is computationally less demanding, and &
is really robust against force level changes as it does not require tmining on multple level (not
sensitive to force changes).

The authors should carefully discuss the differences and advantage /disadvantage of the proposed
method with this recently publiched method.

2.1 Authors' Responcse

Wethank the reviewer for pointing out the relevant new reference which was published 2 days after we
submitted our manuseript to IEEE TNSRE. We ncluded the new reference with a paragraph i the
Introduction’ section of the revised manuscript which reads

Quoted from Page 3, 3 paragraph

“Recently, a feature extraction method based on discrete Fourier transform and muscle coordmation was
propos=d b\— Hg ef &l [29] and =pplizd to EMG data collected from mtzct-limbed subjects who performed
nine movements with three differsnt force levels. The classification zcouracy was mcressed by
spproximately 11% when usmg the propoesed festures comparad to the TD feature set However, 2
spacific sensor-placement configuration. by which the EMG slzctrodes were attached on pre-specified
forearm muscles, was reported 23 vitzl for the slgorithm to perform well. This configuration is limitad by
the difficulty to place the electrodes on the deformed amputee stump, which may make it difficult to
reproduce their results with the tramsradizl smputees ™

We zlso agree with the reviewer that the feature extraction based on Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT)
method propcsnd i (Heetzl 2014) iz simple and efficient. However, the DFT feztures were only tested
on intact-limbed subjects and, therefore, the gemeralization of the performance  across ugg;;ggl;al
amputess cannot be assumed here. Following the Reviewer's suggestion, we have carried out two




If the paper is rejected

Not the end of the world

Do the comments and submit it to another
journal

Free evaluation (consultation) from the world’s
best experts in the field

Sometime one comment by the expert
reviewers lead to another journal publication



The most common reasons for
immediately rejecting a manuscript

[5]

e 1. Author guidelines not followed
* 2.Not thorough
* 3.Bad writing: clarity and style

* 4.Poor statistics, tables, figures



* 5.0ld subject / manuscript

* 6.Title of manuscript

e 7.Too simple - ‘reporting’



Why papers are rejected [3]

An international editor (Paul Haddad,
Editor, Journal of Chromatography A)
said:

“The following problems appear much
too frequently”

ELSEVIER

Journal of Chromatography A

eSubmission of papers which are Journal Metrics _
Source Normalized Impact per Paper i
clearly out of scope e
eInadequate response to reviewers SCimago Journal Rank (SJRy 1.664®
L] mpa dCIOr 4.1 @ E
eInadequate standard of English e Teeor s = -
5-Year Impact Factor: 4.298 @ ISSN: 0021-9673

eResubmission of rejected

manuscripts without revision



Dr. Matthias Reumann- |EEE Gold

* Dr Reumann met many EICs

e The most common reason for
rejection is

*Clarity
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Types of papers

1- Original Research Articles

e Standard for disseminating Research Articles
completed research findings

eTypically 8-10 pages, 5 figures, 7- Letters or
25 references Short

eDraft and submit the paper to Communications
appropriate journal

eGood way to build a scientific
research career

1- Original

3- Review papers
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The number of the Iraqi papers 1996-2014

S Citable s Slelf C;:-S Citseil;er Cited Uncited % Internatic.:nal 96 %
Documents Cites Doc. Doc. Docs. Docs. Collaboration = Region World
1996 94 94 1.005| 66 10,69 0,70 72 22 39,36 0,40 0,01
1997 102 102 791 89 7,75 0,87 /8 24 36,27 0,41 0,01
1998 80 80 530 58 6,63 0,73 65 15 36,25 0,32 0,01
1999 76 74 673 | 67 | 886 | 0,88 55 21 25,00 0,28 0,01
2000 91 91 777 | 49 | 8,54 0,54 72 19 17,58 0,32 0,01
2001 100 97 673 79 6,73 0,79 77 23 18,00 0,33 0,01
2002 121 116 853 99 7,05 0,82 85 36 22,31 0,35 0,01
2003 146 134 1.141] B6 7,82 0,59 99 47 26,71 0,35 0,01
2004 130 121 1.156| 77 8,89 0,59 /8 52 30,77 0,27 0,01
2005 192 184 1.321| 119 6,88 0,62 130 62 34,38 0,35 0,01
2006 330 313 2.265) 255 6,86 0,77 209 121 38,79 0,52 0,02
2007 326 306 2.752) 239 8,44 0,73 218 108 39,57 0,46 0,02
2008 441 417 2.269) 271 5,15 0,61 261 180 42,18 0,56 0,02
2009 582 551 2.191) 334 3,76 0,57 352 230 41,41 0,64 0,03
2010 809 757 2.726) 286 3,37 0,35 419 390 30,41 0,78 0,03
2011 1.087 1.024 2.659) 480 2,45 0,44 540 247 34,31 0,90 0,04
2012 1.367 1.307 2.450| 441 1,79 0,32 603 764 38,84 1,06 0,05
2013 1.671 1.623 1.803| 397 1,08 0,24 658 1.013 55,54 1,24 0,06
2014 1.810 1.706 573 | 132 0,32 0,07 292 1.518 62,38 1,36 0,07

Scimago Lab, Copyright 2007-2016. Data Source: Scopus®
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